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Pre-Master in Religious Studies and Theology, 60 Credits 
Pre-Master i religionsvetenskap och teologi 

Academic Year 2026/2027, Aug–June 

Campus and Online. Language English. 

  

General Information 

This is a course package offered on an advanced level, within the main area of religious 

studies and theology. It is divided into six courses and in addition, one elective course. The 

course package prepares students for the Master’s Program in Eastern Christian Studies. 

Most courses may be taken as an advanced level free-standing course (see individual course 

syllabus).   

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

  

Educational Level 

Second Cycle 

  

Content and Objectives  

The course package provides a basic orientation on the characteristics of religions, their 

sacred texts and traditions, historical development and the current role of people in relation 

to their surroundings and society in general. The course package includes six courses, and 

one elective course: World Religions and Sacred Scriptures; Science, Philosophy, and 

Religion; Christian Theology and the Life of Faith; Comparative Religion: Between 

Phenomenology and Hermeneutics; Methodology and Literature; and  Research Thesis, and 

in addition one elective course either History of Religion; Religious Behavioral Science; 

Biblical Studies; Church History: The Birth of a New World Order; Systematic Theology: 

The Beginnings; or Practical Theology: Theology in Collaboration. 

 

After completing the entire course package Pre-Master in Religious Studies and Theology 

(60 credits), the student must have acquired knowledge about religions, their sacred texts, 

and traditions as well as their role in history and the present. The student must have 

developed a critical approach to various presentations of theology, religion and world views 

and have also acquired skills to use methods in religious studies and theology. The student 

must also be able to make assessments of social and ethical issues, as well as of issues in 

relation to gender, democracy and sustainability in the field of religious studies and 

theology. 
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RT401/RT402 World Religions and Sacred Scriptures, 7,5 credits 
[ECTS] 
Världsreligionerna och heliga skrifter, 7,5 hp  

 

Subjects 

Biblical Studies, History of Religion, Church History, Systematic Theology, Liturgical 

Studies, Ecclesiology, Religious Behavioral Science, Eastern Christian Studies 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

The course is offered as a freestanding course. It is part of the Pre-Master in Religious 

Studies and Theology, 60 credits.   

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

The study of religion is a diverse enterprise; religion is as rich a phenomenon as human life 

itself. The evolution of religions can be studied in relation to the complex development of 

sacred scriptures. These scriptures entail themes that concern gender and sexuality, art and 

science, violence and peace, and power and authority. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are 

world religions, diverse in language, culture, history and creed, but in their scriptural 

traditions there is a common language that recent scholarly work has discovered. Hinduism, 

Buddhism, and Sikhism present a rich array of sacred scriptures from across the Indian 

subcontinent; in China, Korea, and Japan we also find diverse scriptural traditions. 

Comparative Religion studies common ways of making texts sacred and religious; sacred 

texts reveal more than just one religion. They also reveal clues to what religion is. In the 
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course, we will both look at particular religions and discover the phenomenon of religion 

through its sacred texts. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

After completion of the course the student should be able to 

 

1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 relate both general and specific features of sacred texts in various religions; 

1.2 describe the central features of major world religions in a thorough manner; 

1.3 account for common methods used in the field. 

 

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 compare similar features in various sacred texts; 

2.2 apply different methods on sacred texts; 

2.3 present his/her analyses for different audiences. 

 

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 formulate problems of ethical and social concerns that specific religious texts give 

rise to. 

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT401) and online (RT402). Teaching is conducted in 

two  

ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 9 lectures and 

seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online.  

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.2; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 3.1). The seminars are graded “pass” and 

“fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or  “very good.” The final paper is 

graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all seminars and score 
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“very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the final paper. Receiving 

a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at mandatory lectures 

and seminars, have passed all the written assignments with at a minimum the grade “good,” 

and with at a minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.2; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 3.1). The online seminars are graded 

“pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,”  “good” or  “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled all 

seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade “good,” and 

with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide, based on the 

objectives of the syllabus, whether the examination should be adapted in accordance with 

the decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines and forms the basis for future 

development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the course is 

responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Dean’s Collegium through the Subject Collegium. The report is 

then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the older course syllabus within two years after the course was last 

given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. Teaching is 

not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT403/RT404 Science, Philosophy, and Religion, 7,5 credits 
[ECTS] 
Vetenskap, filosofi och religion, 7,5 hp  

Subjects 

Biblical Studies, History of Religion, Church History, Systematic Theology, Liturgical 

Studies, Ecclesiology, Religious Behavioral Science, Eastern Christian Studies 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

The course is offered as a freestanding course. It is part of the Pre-Master in Religious 

Studies and Theology, 60 credits.  

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

How do we distinguish between the “real” world and the “observable” world? Critical 

realists and many scientists make a distinction between the “real” world that exists 

independent from human perceptions, theories, and constructions and the “observable” 

world. While the “real” cannot be observed, the “observable” is constructed from our 

perspectives and experiences. In this course, we take a closer look at the relationship 

between objectivity and subjectivity, as well as on the relation between “real” and  

“observable,” and what is “real”/exists (ontology) and what we can know and understand 

about the “real” (epistemology). Through these perspectives we try to understand the 

relationship between science, philosophy, and religion. Throughout the course, students will 

listen to different voices grappling with the big questions in the field of religious studies 

and theology. 
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Learning Outcomes 

 

After completion of the course the student should be able to 

 

1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 relate various positions on science, philosophy and religion, within the field of 

religious studies and theology, and identify how they apply theories on various 

materials and research objects 

1.2 identify positions in the current scholarly discourse on science, philosophy and 

religion, within the field of religious studies and theology 

  

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 independently identify, formulate and solve problems related to ontology and 

epistemology, as well as problems related to objectivity and subjectivity, within 

the field of religious studies 

2.2 identify and analyze critically various approaches to religious studies and 

epistemology, with the use of appropriate critical methods within a given time 

frame 

  

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 select and argue for appropriate methods for the study of the relationship between 

science, philosophy and religion, and the limitations such methods impose on the 

object of study, from both a disciplinary, social and ethical perspective 

3.2 assess and argue for the limitations of intersectionality in the field of science, 

philosophy and religion, and the need for ongoing research in the field as well as 

the ethical problems and social concerns that concern the intersectionality. 

 

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT403) and online (RT404). Teaching is conducted in 

two ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 9 lectures 

and 

seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 
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If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2; 3.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.2; 3.1). The seminars are graded “pass“ 

and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,”  “good” or  “very good.” The final 

paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all seminars, and 

score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the final paper. 

Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at mandatory 

lectures and seminars, have fulfilled all seminars, and have passed all the written 

assignments with at a minimum the grade “good,” and with at a minimum an E on the final 

paper. 

 

For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2; 3.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.2; 3.1). The online seminars are 

graded “pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” 

The final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled all 

seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade “good,” and 

with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminars, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. Failure to do 

so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam have the right 

to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies , where the 

students' opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating 

and prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 
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was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT405/RT406 Christian Theology and the Practice of Faith, 7,5 
credits [ECTS] 
Kristen teologi och praktik, 7,5 hp  

 

Subjects 

Biblical Studies, History of Religion, Church History, Systematic Theology, Liturgical 

Studies, Ecclesiology, Religious Behavioral Science, Eastern Christian Studies 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

The course is offered as a freestanding course. It is part of the Pre-Master in Religious 

Studies and Theology, 60 credits. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

How does theology relate to the practical life of faith? Practical theology sometimes defines 

itself against the negative foil of systematic theology, and practical theologians worry that 

systematic theology neglects the role of context in Christian thought. But is this really a fair 

way to assess systematic theology? In this course, we explore the relationship between 

Christian theories and the practice of faith, and in re-imagining the relationship between 

these two, the course sheds light on the relation between theory and practice, as well as 

between systematic theology and practical theology. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

After completion of the course the student should be able to 
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1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 relate various positions on the dichotomy between theory and practice to various 

thinkers in the field of theology, and identify how they apply theories to a 

variety of materials and research objects 

1.2 identify common positions in the current scholarly discourse of qualitative and 

empirical methods in the field of theology 

  

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 independently formulate and solve problems related to qualitative research, 

within the field of theology, even with limited information 

2.2 identify and analyze critically the two perspectives of Christian doctrines and 

lived faith, with the use of appropriate critical methods within a given time 

frame 

  

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 select and argue for appropriate methods for studies related the reflection of faith 

and practiced faith, and the limitations such methods impose on the object of 

study, from both a disciplinary, social and ethical perspective 

3.2 assess and argue for the limitations of qualitative research, and the need for 

ongoing research in the field as well as the ethical problems and social concern 

that relates to empirical methods and qualitative research. 

  

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT405) and online (RT406). Teaching is conducted in 

two ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 9 lectures 

and seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2; 3.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.2; 3.1). The seminars are graded “pass” 
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and  “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,”  “good” or  “very good.” The final 

paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all seminars, and 

score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the final paper. 

Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at mandatory 

lectures and seminars, have fulfilled all seminars, and have passed all the minor papers with 

at a minimum the grade “good,” and with at a minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2; 3.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.2; 3.1) . The online seminars are 

graded “pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,”  “good” or “very 

good.” The final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must 

pass all seminars, score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on 

the final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled all 

online seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade 

“good,” and with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT407/RT408 Comparative Religion: Between Phenomenology 
and Hermeneutics, 7,5 credits [ECTS] 
Komparativ religion: mellan fenomenologi och hermeneutik, 7,5 hp  

 

Subjects 

Biblical Studies, History of Religion, Church History, Systematic Theology, Liturgical 

Studies, Ecclesiology, Religious Behavioral Science, Eastern Christian Studies 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

The course is offered as a freestanding course. It is part of the Pre-Master in Religious 

Studies and Theology, 60 credits. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

In this course, students learn how to compare religions in scholarly ways and how to 

understand them through being in dialogue with them. The course approaches religions both 

through the phenomenology of religion and through hermeneutics. Phenomenology is used 

to describe and understand lived religious experiences and structures of consciousness, 

while hermeneutics is used to interpret texts and traditions in specific contexts and across 

different faiths. By combining these approaches, scholars aim to gain an accurate, 

empathetic and experientially grounded understanding of different religious traditions, 

which in turn may lead to a deeper interreligious dialogue and understanding. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

After completion of the course the student should be able to: 
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1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 relate various theoretical positions in comparative religion to thinkers and 

broader developments in the field of religious studies and theology 

1.2 explain thoroughly how thinkers in comparative religion apply methods to 

various materials and research objects; 

1.3 describe how sociology contributes to the discipline of comparative religion; 

 

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 independently identify similarities and distinctions between religions with the 

aid of literature; 

2.2 critically contrast various hermeneutical methods and sociological models in the 

field of comparative religion; 

 

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 formulate problems of ethical and social concerns relating to comparative 

religion; 

3.2 assess the possibilities and limitations of research and its role in society and the 

responsibility of the individual for how it is used. 

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT407) and online (RT408). Teaching is conducted in 

two ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 9 lectures 

and 

seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is 

considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2; 1.3), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1; 3.2). The seminars are graded 

“pass” and  “fail.” The written assignments are graded  “fail,”  “good” or  “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all 
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seminars, and score “very good“ on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at 

mandatory lectures and seminars, have fulfilled all seminars, and have passed all the written 

assignments with at a minimum the grade “good, “and with at a minimum an E on the final 

paper. 

 

For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2; 1.3), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1; 3.2). The seminars are 

graded “pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,”  “good” or  “very 

good.” The final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must 

pass all seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B 

on the final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled 

all seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade “good,” 

and with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT409/RT410 History of Religion, 7,5 credits [ECTS] 
Religionshistoria, 7,5 hp  

 

Subjects 

History of Religion 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

It is an elective course in the Pre-Master in Religious Studies and Theology, 60 credits. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

How can we explain why humans seem to be drawn to religious ideas? Has religion always 

existed, or where did it originate? Religion is an embodied phenomenon where religious 

ways of being have evolved and changed and may be traceable even before the human race, 

as we know it. Through the ages, humanity has evolved its capacity to navigate its social 

worlds, to empathize and to celebrate rituals with each other. Thus, it is natural that religion 

also evolves and changes with the changing conditions. In this course, we will take a closer 

look at how religions may have evolved and see if we can find traces of evolution in the 

footprints of human religiosity. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

After completion of the course the student should be able to: 

 

1. Knowledge and understanding: 
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1.1 explain the history, beliefs and practices of at least one religion in a thorough 

manner; 

1.2 describe how religious symbols and narratives are used and changed by 

individuals and communities over time and across different cultures; 

1.3 discuss various methods used to study religion in contemporary scholarship; 

 

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 autonomously apply theoretical concepts and hermeneutic methods to describe 

the historical development of beliefs and practices in at least one religion; 

2.2 demonstrate the ability in speech and writing to report clearly and discuss 

critically his or her conclusions in dialogue with different audiences; 

 

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 formulate problems of ethical and social concerns related to religion, as present 

in public dialogue and debate and in scholarly settings. 

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT409) and online (RT410). Teaching is conducted in 

two ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 4 lectures 

and seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online. Depending on the 

number of students in the course, the teaching hours may vary. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 1.3; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2; 2.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1). The seminars are graded 

“pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at 

mandatory lectures and seminars, and have passed all the written assignments with at a 

minimum the grade “good,” and with at a minimum an E on the final paper. 
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For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 1.3; 2.1), 

online (live) seminars (1.1; 1.2) and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1). The online 

assignments are graded “pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” 

or  “very good.” The final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students 

must pass all seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or 

a B on the final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have 

fulfilled all seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade 

“good,” and with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT411/RT412 Religious Behavioral Science, 7,5 credits [ECTS] 
Religionsbeteendevetenskap, 7,5 hp 

 

Subjects 

Religious Behavioral Science, Ecclesiology, Eastern Christian Studies 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

It is an elective course in the Pre-Master in Religious Studies and Theology, 60 credits.  

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

Most religious traditions are, like behavioral science, concerned with the social relations of 

humanity. In the Judaic traditions, the ultimate relation between humans and God is closely 

intertwined with humans’ relations to humans. The Ten Commandments deal both with the 

human responsibility toward God and humans’ responsibility toward each other. The 

prophets of the Hebrew Bible refer time and again to the social conditions of the people of 

Israel in relation to the divine mission bestowed upon them. In a similar manner, both Jesus 

and Muhammed participate in this tradition of social concern. In this course, we explore the 

social and psychological conditions of religion, and discuss how to best work with 

questions relating to the socio-psychological contexts of religious traditions. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

After completion of the course the student should be able to: 
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1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 explain the major historical theories of psychology, anthropology and sociology 

and identify how these theories may be applied in the field of religious studies 

and theology 

1.2 identify common positions in the current scholarly discourse of how social and 

psychological features can explain religious events in religious scriptures 

  

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 independently compare behavioral theories with religious explanations, and 

formulate and solve problems related to these observations, even with limited 

information 

2.2 identify and analyze critically behavioral theories and methods in the field of 

religious studies and theology, with the use of appropriate critical methods within 

a given time frame 

  

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 select and argue for appropriate behavioral methods for the study of religions and 

the limitations such methods impose on the object of study, from a disciplinary, 

social and ethical perspective 

3.2 assess and argue for the limitations of behavioral studies in religion, and the need 

for ongoing research in the field as well as ethical problems and social concerns 

that relate to behavioral studies in religion. 

  

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT411) and online (RT412). Teaching is conducted in 

two ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 4 lectures 

and seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online. Depending on the 

number of students in the course, the teaching hours may vary. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 
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Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2; 3.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1). The seminars are graded 

“pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,”  “good” or  “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at 

mandatory lectures and seminars, and have fulfilled all seminars, and have passed all 

written assignments with at a minimum the grade “good,” and with at a minimum an E on 

the final paper. 

  

For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2; 3.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1). The online seminars are 

graded “pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” 

The final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled all 

seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade “good,” and 

with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

  

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

  

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies  due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 
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Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February  

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT413/RT414 Biblical Studies 7,5 credits [ECTS] 
Bibelvetenskap 7,5 hp 

 

Subjects 

Biblical Studies 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

The course is offered as a freestanding course. It is an elective course in the Pre-Master in 

Religious Studies and Theology, 60 credits.  

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

This course introduces students to the Bible as a body of literature that emerged from 

concrete historical situations and served concrete communities. Rather than surveying 

biblical books according to the classical schema, the course examines why and how these 

texts came into being as responses to the social, political and material realities of their time. 

Students explore the formation of the Hebrew Bible in light of the ancient Near Eastern 

world and the emergence of the New Testament writings within the social and literary 

fabric of Greco-Roman culture. In addition, this course engages with early Christian 

writings, through which students examine how the early Christians received, used and 

interpreted Scripture. 
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Learning Outcomes 

After completion of the course, the student is expected to be able to: 

 

1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 describe specific social, political and material conditions under which the 

Hebrew Bible and the New Testament emerged; 

1.2 identify key methodological differences between a classical survey approach and 

a contextual approach to biblical studies; 

1.3 explain broadly how early Christians received, used and interpreted Scripture in 

the first centuries; 

 

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 analyze a biblical text in light of its ancient Near Eastern or Greco-Roman 

context, using the methods and perspectives provided in the course; 

2.2 present, in speech and writing, critical arguments in dialogue with different 

audiences; 

 

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 evaluate scholarly arguments about the origins and formation of biblical texts 

from historical, social, and ethical viewpoints; 

3.2 assess how the contexts of production and reception shape the interpretation of 

Scripture. 

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT413) and online (RT414). Teaching is conducted in 

two ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 4 lectures 

and seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online. Depending on the 

number of students in the course, the teaching hours may vary. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2; 2.2), and a final paper (1.2; 1.3; 2.2; 3.1; 3.2). The seminars are graded 
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“pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at 

mandatory lectures and seminars, have passed all the written assignments with at a 

minimum the grade “good,” and with at a minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2; 2.2), and a final paper (1.2; 1.3; 2.2; 3.1; 3.2). The seminars are 

graded “pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” 

The final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled all 

seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade “good,” and 

with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT415/RT416 Church History: The Birth of a New Religion, 7,5 
credits [ECTS] 
Kristendomens historia: en ny religions framväxt, 7,5 credits  

 

Subjects 

Church History 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

It is an elective course in the Pre-Master in Religious Studies and Theology, 60 credits.  

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

This course engages with the life and ideas of Christians in early times. How did early 

Christianity develop from a small group of people in Palestine to a religion of the empire? 

Two particular groups, women and slaves, had a much more important impact on the course 

of Christian development than previously understood. In the course, we take a closer look at 

the social changes that Christianity brought with it and compare these changes with modern 

positions in relation to church and society. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

After completion of the course the student should be able to 

 

1. Knowledge and understanding: 
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1.1 describe the major areas of early Christian history exploring questions about 

how they relate to aspects of faith, church and society; 

1.2 discuss some key issues and controversies in contemporary Christianity and 

relate these areas to history; 

 

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 critically discuss aspects of the relationship between Church and society through 

comparing various historical epochs; 

 

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 critically evaluate ideas, arguments and assumptions, using them to construct a 

critical awareness of their own and others’ beliefs, commitments and prejudices. 

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching. The course is offered on 

campus (RT415) and online (RT416). Teaching is conducted in two ways. For those 

registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 4 lectures and seminars, which are 

mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted through online lectures, 

which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory seminars where students and 

teachers interact synchronously online. Depending on the number of students in the course, 

the teaching hours may vary. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1). The seminars are graded “pass” 

and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” The final 

paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all seminars, and 

score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the final paper. 

Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at mandatory 

lectures and seminars, have fulfilled all seminar assignments, and have passed all the 

written assignments with at a minimum the grade “good,” and with at a minimum an E on 

the final paper. 

 

For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1). The seminars are graded 
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“pass” and “fail”. The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled all 

online assignments, and have passed all minor papers with at minimum the grade “good,” 

and with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT417/RT418 Systematic Theology: The Beginnings, 7,5 credits 
Systematisk teologi: begynnelsen, 7,5 credits [ECTS] 

 

Subjects 

Biblical Studies, Church History, Systematic Theology 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

It is an elective course in the Pre-Master in Religious Studies and Theology, 60 credits.  

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

Systematic theology is concerned with the content of Christian teaching within its different 

historical and cultural contexts. In this course, we study the history of the development of 

Christian theology in its formative years, with the doctrines of God, the person of Christ, 

but also the relation of the Christian world of thought to other aspects of ancient culture, 

especially Greek philosophy and religion. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

After completion of the course the student should be able to: 

 

1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 describe the major doctrines and how they evolved in the first 600 years; 

1.2 discuss a selected number of key issues and controversies in contemporary 

Christian doctrines and relate these areas to history; 
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2. Competence and skills 

2.1 critically discuss a selected number of key doctrinal conflicts and identify 

misrepresentations, misunderstandings and distinctions; 

 

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 critically evaluate ideas, arguments and assumptions, using them to construct a 

critical awareness of her/his own and others’ beliefs, commitments and 

prejudices. 

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT417) and online (RT418). Teaching is conducted in 

two ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 4 lectures 

and seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online. Depending on the 

number of students in the course, the teaching hours may vary. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 3.1). The seminars are graded “pass” and 

“fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” The final paper is 

graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all seminars, and score 

“very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the final paper. Receiving 

a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at mandatory lectures 

and seminars, have fulfilled all seminar assignments, and have passed all the written 

assignments with at a minimum the grade “good,” and with at a minimum an E on the final 

paper. 

 

For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 3.1). The online seminars are graded 

“pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must pass all online 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 
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final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled all 

seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade “good,” and 

with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT419/RT420 Practical Theology: Theology in Collaboration, 7,5 
credits [ECTS] 
Praktisk teologi: teologi i samverkan, 7,5 hp 

 

Subjects 

Liturgical Studies, Ecclesiology, Religious Behavioral Science, Eastern Christian Studies 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

It is an elective course in the Pre-Master in Religious Studies and Theology, 60 credits. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

Practical Theology is a field that often requires collaboration between practitioners within 

ecclesial life and scholars engaged in the study of ecclesiology. Professional practitioners or 

everyday believers sometimes join efforts with academic practical theologians for 

documentation and research. The purpose is mostly to understand, enhance and improve 

ecclesial life together, but also to create a viable meaning in everyday Christian life. The 

course introduces ways of collaborative thinking in theology—setting up joint investigation 

groups, understanding liturgy congregationally, educating religious actors, or building a 

parish community— with the aid of academic disciplines. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

After completion of the course the student should be able to: 
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1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 relate various theories on how to engage parishes in theological investigations, 

and identify how various practical methods can be applied to these theological 

investigations 

1.2 identify some key issues on methodological problems connected with engaging 

parishioners in theological investigations 

  

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 independently compare similarities and distinctions between various theories 

and methods in the field of practical theology for working collaboratively with 

parishes 

2.2 identify and critically analyze various models for how to use practical theology 

in the context of parishes 

  

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 select and argue for appropriate ideas, arguments and assumptions in the 

construction of a critical awareness among practical theologians, in regard to 

commitments and prejudices 

3.2 assess and argue for the limitations of practical theology in collaboration with 

parishes, and the need for ongoing research in the field as well as the ethical 

problems and social concerns that relate to the field. 

  

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT419) and online (RT420). Teaching is conducted in 

two ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 4 lectures 

and seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online. Depending on the 

number of students in the course, the teaching hours may vary. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 
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Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2; 3.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1). The seminars are graded 

“pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at 

mandatory lectures and seminars, and have fulfilled all seminars, and have passed all 

written assignments with at a minimum the grade “good,” and with at a minimum an E on 

the final paper. 

  

For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2; 3.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1). The online seminars are 

graded “pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” 

The final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled all 

seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade “good,” and 

with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  
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The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 
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RT421/RT422 Theories and Methods: Discourse and Religious 
Studies, 7,5 Credits [ECTS] 
Teorier och metoder: diskurs och religionsvetenskap, 7,5 hp 

 

Subjects 

Biblical Studies, History of Religion, Church History, Systematic Theology, Liturgical 

Studies, Ecclesiology, Religious Behavioral Science, Eastern Christian Studies 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

The course is offered as a freestanding course. It is part of the Pre-Master in Religious 

Studies and Theology, 60 credits.  

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence. 

Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

This course is a preparation for writing a research paper in Religious Studies and Theology. 

The students choose one of three subjects, which they have previously chosen as their 

specialisation: Biblical Studies with History of Religion, or Church History with Systematic 

Theology, or Practical Theology with Religious Behavioral Science. In the first part of the 

course, the students learn the basics of writing a research paper and how to present their 

findings. The second part discusses how to make a problem statement and a research 

question, and how to apply theories to a particular material or research object. In the third 

part the students become acquainted with theories and the use of particular methods within 

the subject. In the final part the students, in cooperation with their supervisors, choose their 

own literature related to their problem statement. 
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Learning Outcomes 

After completion of the course the student should be able to: 

 

1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 explain theories and methods in religious studies and theology; 

1.2 relate theories in religious studies and theology to methods in religious studies 

and theology; 

 

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 apply theories and methods to the field chosen; 

2.2 employ various writing techniques provided in the course; 

 

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 independently compare, evaluate and argue for the choice of methods, based on 

a problem statement;  

3.2 identify the need for further knowledge and ongoing learning. 

  

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching. The course is offered on 

campus (RT421) and online (RT422). Teaching is conducted in two ways. For those 

registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 9 lectures and seminars, which are 

mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted through online lectures, 

which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory seminars where students and 

teachers interact synchronously online. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

For campus students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), 

seminars (1.1; 1.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1; 3.2). The seminars are graded 

“pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at 

mandatory lectures and seminars, have fulfilled all seminar assignments, and have passed 

all the written assignments with at a minimum the grade “good,” and with at a minimum an 

E on the final paper. 
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For online students, assessment is conducted through written assignments (1.1; 2.1), online 

(live) seminars (1.1; 1.2), and a final paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 3.1; 3.2). The seminars are graded 

“pass” and “fail.” The written assignments are graded “fail,” “good” or “very good.” The 

final paper is graded A–F. For a final course grade of A or B, students must pass all 

seminars, and score “very good” on all written assignments, as well as an A or a B on the 

final paper. Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have fulfilled all 

seminars, and have passed all written assignments with at minimum the grade “good,” and 

with at minimum an E on the final paper. 

 

Seminar assignments, written assignments, and the final paper must be submitted on time. 

Failure to do so may result in the grade “fail.” Students who fail an assignment or an exam 

have the right to re-sit the exam. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was confirmed by the Faculty Collegium 2018-02-21, amended and 

later approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 2026 by the Dean’s 

Collegium. 
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RT423/RT424 Research Thesis, 15 Credits [ECTS] 
Uppsats, 15 hp 

 

Subjects 

Biblical Studies, History of Religion, Church History, Systematic Theology, Practical 

Theology, Religious Behavioral Science, Eastern Christian Studies 

 

Language of Instruction  

English 

 

Level 

Second Cycle 

 

Main Field and Level of Specialization 

Religious Studies and Theology, A1N, second cycle, has only first cycle courses as entry 

requirement. 

 

General 

The course is offered as a freestanding course. It is part of the Pre-Master in Religious 

Studies and Theology, 60 credits. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Courses equivalent to 90 credits from the First Cycle in the humanities, social sciences, 

educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, or equivalent competence and the 

course Theories and Methods: Discourse and Religious Studies, 7,5 Credits [ECTS]. 

 Proficiency in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6. 

 

Grading Scale for Entire Course 

A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = 

Insufficient (allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient. 

 

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher 

grade. 

 

Course Description 

The course includes an independent project presented in the form of a research thesis. The 

course deals with theory and method that forms the basis for relevant scholarly 

development within the chosen field. The course presupposes previous training in how to 

write scholarly papers and how to present scholarly findings. Each student will have his/her 

own supervisor.  

 

Learning Outcomes 

After completion of the course the student should be able to: 

 

1. Knowledge and understanding: 

1.1 describe applicable theories and methods within the field in a thorough manner; 
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1.2 relate applicable theories and methods within the field to previous research, 

relevant for the chosen field; 

 

2. Competence and skills: 

2.1 identify research problems and formulate thesis objectives and research 

questions; 

2.2 apply theories and methods to a research problem, argue for a stance or solution, 

write a thesis which, in terms of language use, content and form, complies with 

the norms found within the field; 

2.3 demonstrate the ability to both orally and in writing convey information and 

discuss scholarly claims and reasoning; 

 

3. Judgement and approach: 

3.1 critically assess sources of knowledge; 

3.2 assess the scholarly and societal relevance of research problems within the field; 

3.3 identify and formulate the need for additional knowledge. 

 

Forms of Instruction 

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.  

The course is offered on campus (RT423) and online (RT424). Teaching is conducted in 

two ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of approximately 6 lectures 

and 

seminars, which are mandatory. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted 

through online lectures, which are not mandatory, written assignments, and mandatory 

seminars where students and teachers interact synchronously online. Depending on the 

number of students in the course, the teaching hours may vary. 

 

In order to complete the course, at least 80% attendance at lectures is required for Campus 

students. Absence beyond that can be compensated through supplemental work if the 

teacher in charge of the course deems this possible. In case of absence of 50% or more, the 

course is considered to be interrupted, even if examination tasks have been completed. 

 

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at 

seminars and the submission of all required assignments. 

 

If the number of registered students in the course is low, the teaching hours allotted for the 

course may be affected. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

Examination is conducted for those on campus through a written paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 2.3; 

3.1; 3.2; 3.3), participation in seminars (1.1; 2.1; 2.3; 3.1; 3.3), including being an opponent 

on another student’s paper. The seminars are not graded, except for the act of being an 

opponent, which is graded “failed,” “good,” and “very good.” The written thesis is graded 

A-F, and the defense of the thesis is graded “failed,” “good,” and “very good.” For an A or 

B on the course the student must score “very good” in the opposition of another student’s 

paper, and “very good” in the defense of his/her own paper, as well as an A or B on the 
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written paper. A final grade on the course requires that the student has been sufficiently 

present in seminars, scored “good” in the opposition of another student’s paper, and “good” 

in the defense of his/her own paper, and with an E on the written paper. 

 

Examination is conducted for those online through a written paper (1.2; 2.1; 2.2; 2.3; 3.1; 

3.2; 3.3), participation in seminars online (1.1; 2.1; 2.3; 3.1; 3.3), including being an 

opponent on another student’s paper. The online seminars are not graded, except for the act 

of being an opponent, which is graded “failed,” “good,” and “very good.” The written paper 

is graded A-F, and the defense of the paper is graded “failed,” “good,” and “very good.” For 

an A or B on the course the student must score “very good” in the opposition of another 

student’s paper, and “very good” in the defense of his/her own paper, as well as an A or B 

on the written paper. A final grade on the course requires that the student has been 

sufficiently present in the online seminars, scored “good” in the opposition of another 

student’s paper, and “good” in the defense of his/her own thesis, and with an E on the 

written paper. The final defense of the thesis takes place on campus, unless a written 

exception has been granted. 

 

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt 

Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the 

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the 

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the 

decision/recommendation. 

 

Other Information 

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at 

Sankt Ignatios högskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students' 

opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and 

prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for 

future development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the 

course is responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course 

evaluation report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. 

The report is then made freely accessible. 

 

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course 

exam according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course 

was last given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. 

Teaching is not normally given according to the older syllabus. 

 

Additional Directives  

The Course Syllabus was approved by the Dean, June 1st 2023. It was revised 12 February 

2026 by the Dean’s Collegium. 


