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EC417 /EC418 Master’s Thesis A1E, 15 credits (ECTS)
Magisteruppsats, 15 hp

Subjects
Biblical Studies, Church History, Liturgical Studies, Ecclesiology

Language of Instruction
English

Level
Second Cycle

Main Field and Level of Specialization
Eastern Christian Studies, A1E, contains thesis for Master's degree

General
The course is offered as a freestanding course. The course is part of the one-year Master's
program in Eastern Christian Studies.

Entry Requirements

A Bachelor's degree, or equivalent, comprising 180 credits and an independent thesis that
demonstrates the applicant’s academic writing skills, in humanities, social sciences,
educational sciences, theology, law or health sciences, as well as 60 credits in Religious
Studies/Theology, or Eastern Christian Studies, or equivalent competence (as part of, or in
addition to the Bachelor's degree). In addition 30 credits at advanced level (second cycle),
including all the mandatory introductory courses of the first semester, is required. Proficiency
in English equivalent to the Swedish upper secondary course English 6 is required.

Grading Scale for Entire Course
A = Excellent; B = Very Good; C = Good; D = Satisfactory; E = Sufficient; Fx = Insufficient
(allows for supplemental work); F = Insufficient.

Students who have passed the course cannot retake the course exam to pursue a higher grade.

Course Description

The course includes an independent project presented in the form of a scholarly thesis. The
course deals with theory and method that forms the basis for relevant scholarly development
within the chosen field. The course presupposes previous training in how to write scholarly
papers and how to present scholarly findings, and a thorough understanding of Eastern
Christian Studies. Each student will have their own supervisor. Together with the supervisor,
the student chooses a subject (Biblical Studies, Church History, Liturgical Studies, or
Ecclesiology).

Learning Outcomes
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By the end of the course, students are expected to be able to:

1. Knowledge and understanding
1.1 demonstrate thorough knowledge of the current state of research within an
independently chosen sub-subject area
1.2 demonstrate in-depth methodological knowledge

2. Competence and skills:
2.1 demonstrate skills in independent processing and analysis
2.2 compare and analyze different research positions within a thematic area
2.3 analyze and argue for various theoretical positions, both methodologically and
content-wise
2.4 critically discuss and relate different theoretical positions to each other, both
methodologically and content-wise
2.5 demonstrate the ability to critically, independently and creatively identify a
research problem and formulate scholarly questions,
2.6 demonstrate the ability to plan and carry out an advanced research task using
appropriate methods within given time frames
2.7 orally present a critical text analysis, and discuss this in dialogue with different
counterparts
2.8 participate in research and carry out development work within the field of Eastern
Christian Studies according to scholarly norms and professional praxis

3. Judgement and approach
3.1 assess and evaluate the scholarly and societal relevance of research problems
within the sub-subject area
3.2 demonstrate awareness of ethical aspects of research including codes of conduct,
issues of plagiarism, and the potential impact of their research
3.3 assess and evaluate scholarly argumentation within the sub-subject area
3.4 demonstrate the ability to identify their need for additional knowledge
3.5 demonstrate the ability to integrate knowledge about Eastern Christian Studies
with knowledge about a sustainable society in relation to democratic, cultural and
ecological perspectives.

Forms of Instruction

Campus, and Distance Education with scheduled online teaching.

The course is offered on campus (EC417) and online (EC418). Teaching is conducted in two
ways. For those registered on campus, teaching consists of seminars, which are mandatory,
and supervision of the thesis. For those registered online, teaching will be conducted through
synchronous online seminars, which are mandatory, and online supervision of the thesis.

For both campus and online students, a completed course requires 100% attendance at
seminars and the submission of all required assignments.

Assessment and Grading
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Assessment for campus students is conducted through a written thesis (1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3,
2.4,2.5,2.6,2.8,3.1,3.2,3.3, 3.4) and participation in live seminars (2.7, 3.5). The seminars
are not graded. The written thesis is graded A—F, and the defense of the thesis is graded “fail,”
“good,” or “very good.” For a course grade of A or B students must score “very good” at the
defense of their own thesis, as well as an A or a B on the written thesis. Receiving a final
grade on the course requires that students have been present at mandatory seminars, scored at
least “good” at the defense of their own thesis, and at least an E on the written thesis.

For online students, assessment is conducted through a written thesis (1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3,
2.4,2.5,2.6,2.8,3.1,3.2, 3.3, 3.4) and participation in online (live) seminars (2.7, 3.5). The
online seminars are not graded. The written thesis is graded A—F, and the defense of the thesis
is graded “fail,” “good,” or “very good.” For an A or a B on the course students must score
“very good” at the defense of their own thesis, as well as an A or B on the written thesis.
Receiving a final grade on the course requires that students have been present at mandatory
seminars, scored at least “good” at the defense of their own thesis, and at least an E on the
written thesis. The final defense of the thesis takes place on campus, unless a written
exception has been granted.

If the student has a decision/recommendation for special educational support from Sankt

Ignatios hogskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies due to a disability, the

examiner has the right to adapt the examination. The examiner must decide based on the

objectives of the syllabus whether the examination can be adapted in accordance with the
decision/recommendation.

Other Information

The course is evaluated in accordance with current guidelines for course evaluations at Sankt
Ignatios hogskola/Stockholm School of Eastern Christian Studies, where the students'
opinions are collected. The course evaluation report is shared with participating and
prospective students in accordance with the current guidelines, and forms the basis for future
development of courses and educational programs. The teacher in charge of the course is
responsible for distributing the evaluations to the students, and to submit a course evaluation
report to the Subject Collegium which is then returned to the Dean’s Collegium. The report is
then made freely accessible.

Students who have taken this course according to an older syllabus can take the course exam
according to the respective (older) course syllabus within two years after the course was last
given. If there are special reasons, a (re-)examination can take place even later. Teaching is
not normally given according to the older syllabus.
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