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EC401/EC402 Method and Theory in Eastern Christian Studies

A1N, 10 credits (ECTS)
Metod och teori i Ostkyrkliga studier, 10 hp

Course Literature
All students will be required to read the following texts:
e Allen, Paul L. (2012). Theological Method: A Guide for the Perplexed. London, UK &
New York, NY: T&T Clark International (228 pp.).
e Law, David R. (2012). The Historical Critical Method: A Guide for the Perplexed.
London, New York: T&T Clark International (287 pp.).
e Louth, Andrew (1990). Discerning the Mystery: An Essay on the Nature of Theology.
Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press (168 pp.).
e Porter, Stanley E. & Jason Robinson (2011). Hermeneutics: An Introduction to
Interpretive Theory. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans (308 pp.).
e Articles may be added.

In the second part of the course, students will read only the texts from one of the following
options:

Option 1: Systematic Approach
e Eagleton, Terry (2004). After Theory. London: Penguin (240 pp.)
e Teevan, Donna (2005). Lonnergan, Hermeneutics, & Theological Method.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Marquette University Press (212 pp.).
e Articles will be added (ca 400 pages), including:
o Behr, John (2008). “What Are We Doing, Talking about God? The Discipline

of Theology,” in Thinking Through Faith: New Perspectives from Orthodox
Christian Scholars (ed. by A. Papanikolaou and E. Prodromou). Crestwood:
SVS Press, 67-86.

Option 2: Practical Approach

e Fahlgren, Sune and Jonas Idestrom, eds. (2015). Ecclesiology in the Trenches: Theory
and Method under Construction. Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications (220 pp.,
excerpts).

e Hjdlm, Michael (2011). Liberation of the Ecclesia: The Unfinished Project of
Liturgical Theology. Sodertélje, Sweden: Anastasis Media (314 pp.).

e McGuckin, John Anthony (2008). The Orthodox Church: An Introduction to its
History, Doctrine, and Spiritual Culture. Malden, MA & Oxford, UK: Blackwell
Publishing (442 pp., excerpts).

e Articles will be added (ca 50 pp), including:

o Ormerod, Neill (2002). “The Structure of a Systematic Ecclesiology,”
Theological Studies 63: 3-30.
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o Rentel, Alexander (2011). “The relationship between Bishops, synods, and the
Metropolitan-Bishop in the Orthodox Canonical Tradition,” in Power and
Authority in Eastern Christian Experience: Papers of the Sophia Institute
Academic Conference New York, December 2010 (ed. by F.K. Soumakis). New
York: Theotokos Press, 83-90.

Option 3: Historical and Literary-critical Approach [choose one of the following]
3a. BIBLICAL STUDIES
¢ Gillingham, Susan E. (1998). One Bible, Many Voices: Different Approaches to
Biblical Studies. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans (304 pp).
e McKenzie, Stephen L. och John Kaltner (2013). New Meanings for Ancient Texts:
Recent Approaches to Biblical Criticisms and Their Applications (196 pp).
e Mitchell, Margaret M. (2010). Paul, the Corinthians and the Birth of Christian
Hermeneutics selected. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (178 pp).
e Articles will be added (ca 150 pp), including.
o Asale, Bruk A. (2016). “The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church Canon of
the Scriptures: Neither Open nor Closed.” The Bible Translator 67/2: 202-222.
o Brock, Sebastian P. (2022). “Biblical Exegesis in the Syriac Tradition.” In
Syriac Theology: Past and Present. Ed. Martina Aras et al. Leiden: Brill, pp.
35-56.
o Gillingham, Susan. (2015). “Biblical Studies on Holiday,” in Reception
History and Biblical Studies: Theory and Practice (ed by Emma England and
William J. Lyon). London: T & T Clark, pp. 17-30.
o Young, Frances (2019). “Divine Discourse: Scripture in the Economy of
Revelation,” in The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Biblical
Interpretation (ed by Paul M. Blowers & Peter W. Martens). New York:
Oxford University Press, 71-89.
3b. PATRISTICS
e Bal, Mieke (2025). Narratology: Introduction to the Theory of Narrative. 5th ed.,

University of Toronto Press (211 pp).

e Burrus, Virginia, ed. (2010). Late Ancient Christianity: A People’s History of
Christianity. Fortress (318 pp).

o Clark, Elizabeth A. (2004). History, Theory, Text: Historians and the Linguistic Turn.
Harvard University Press (336 pp).

e Martin, Dale B. (2005). “Introduction,” in The Cultural Turn in Late Ancient Studies
(ed. by Dale B. Martin & Patricia Cox Miller). Duke University Press, 1-21.

3c. LITURGICS
e Bell, Catherine (2009). Ritual: Perspectives and Dimensions. Oxford, UK & New
York, NY: Oxford University Press (268 pp.).
e Chapungo, Anscar J., O.S.B., ed. (1997). Handbook for Liturgical Studies. Volume I:
Introduction to the Liturgy. Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical Press (420 pp.,
excerpts).
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e Chapungo, Anscar J., O.S.B., ed. (2000). Handbook for Liturgical Studies. Volume V:
Liturgical Time and Space. Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical Press (416 pp.,
excerpts).

Atrticles will be added (ca 300 pp).



